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2 TIMOTHY iv. 5. 
—Dq THE Work 6F AN EY ANGELIST.— by 


HE Office and Work of a By” Bf 
of the Goſpel, muſt be confidered' As 
moſt ſacred and important. | He is indeed a me + 
ſenger of the Lord of hoſts, an ambaſſador: if 
Jeſus Chriſt, commiſſioned and ſent by him. 
preach'the everlaſting Goſpel to a dying wor 
Hence| we ſee the propriety of ; the apoſtle's fol- 
emn charge in the context. - 1 charge thee (th 
he) before God, and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt x 1© 
at his appear and kingdom ſhall judve * ' JE 
quick |and dead, preach the. werd.—How alc 
ted this ſerious Harefs, to call, up and fi 
attention of Timothy. Preach the word, be inſt 
in ſeaſon, out of ſeafon, reprove, rebuke, exF! 
with all lon -ſuffcring and doctrine. 
This ſolemn charge was inforced by ſevgal 
weighty conſiderations, ſuch as the preſence of kc 
great God, and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt the final 


Judge. Alfo, the approaching decline of Toe 


, he 


ſtate of religion. - For, ſaith the apoſtle, the time 
will come, when they will not endure found doc- 
!rine—bur ſhall turn away their cars from the rruth, 
and ſhall b&turned unto fables. But watch thou 
in all things, endure affliction, do the work of an 
evangeliſt, maKe- full proof of thy miniſtry : for 1 
4m now ready to be offered, I ſhall ſoon be relcaſ- 
ed from theſe bonds in which I am now held as a 
"Mrifoner ;<the time of my departure is at hand. 
And although TI have neither ſtrength, nor courage 
of my own, yet through” grace I have fought the 
good fight, I have finithed my courſe, I have kept 
the faith; henceforth there is laid up for me a 
crown of righteouſneſs ; which the Lord the right- 
cous Judge ſhall give me at that day ; and not to 
me only, byt unto all them alſo who love his a 
pearing. Surely words could not be clothed with 
more {olemnity_;- nor duty urged by reaſons more 
important. | 

This dying, but triumphant addreſs: of the 
apoſtle, can hardly fail of exciting in the breaſt 
of every faithfal miniſter, the moſt ardent defire to 
emulate this holy man. I have finiſhed my courſe, 
faith he ; I ſhall no more travel from © place to 
place, to make known a Saviour's love. The time 
of my departure is at hand. IT muſt ſhortly put 
off this tabernacle ; and ye all among whom I have 
gone preaching the kingdom of God, ihall ſee my 
face no more. But thou my ſon Timothy, be 
ftrong in the grace which is in Chriſt Jeſus ; and 
with all watchfulneſs, patience, and diligence, 
do the work of an evangeh/}. 
- Inorder to affiſt your inquiries upon the preſ- 
ent occaſion, we {hall attempt to conſider, 


I. The Office of an Evangeliſt, 
II. The neceſſary Qualifications, And 
III. The :mportan: Work, ; 


——— 
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have been below Apoſtles an 


I. Then, we are to 


enngoitt. = 


his Oſhce has been thought by many, to+- 
: Prophets ; and+: 
above [Paſtors and Teachers ; and ' alfo, to have* 
been Sag 1, and to have ceafed with the:; 
apoſtolic age. ut whether this * opinion were! 
juſtly founded on ſcripture evidence, will moxe; | 
tully appear as we.. proceed. 
e term evangelz/t, 1s derived from a "Greek. 
word, which ſignifies 2 meſſenger, or carrier of good: . 
tidings. And to whom can this title be ap lied, 
with more propriety, than to miniſters z the": 
Goſpel, who are ſent with the glad ridings of fal- / 
vation by Jeſus Chriſt ? ' | 4 
The word evanpeljf, is but twice ufed in our |, 
tranſlation excepting in the text. "The firſt is in hh 
the #ccount WY of Paul and his company, who: 
came to Cetarea, and entered into the houſe of 
Philip the evangeizf.'* Whether he were fo called*;: 
to denote his office, or to diſtinguiſh him from an: 
apoſtle of the ſame. name, is not certain. The: 
account given of him, is, That he was driven out'; 
of Jeruſalem by Paul while a perfecutor, and that; ; 
he fled to Samaria, and preached the word in the 3 
City ; and baptized thoſs who became converts to « 
Chriſtianity. From thence he went” towards: 
Gaza, and in the way he joined the Ethiopian's - 
chariot ; | preached | Jeſus to him, and baprized::; 
him. And after this he'was found at Azorus, and. : - 
paſſing gakp. - he preached in all the- cities rill 
he came to Ceſarea. | $50 
There is nothing in| this account, that would .. 
lead us ty ſuppoſe Philip ro be above ordinary ;; 
Paſtors and Teachers. He preached the Goſpel, 
and baptized thoſe who were converted under his!: | 
miniſtry. Do not ordinary Teachers do the fame 2? | 
He did not lay hands upon them in order to their X. - 


"A'S 
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, 


be 


, 
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© As xxi. 18, 


$ 

receiving the Holy. Ghoſt, as that was not the 

work of ordinary miniſters, but. left that for the 

apoſtles to do. : | 
Befides, - he is ſaid to be one of the ſeven of | 

whom mention is made Acts vi. 5, who, from the 

nature of their appointment have generally been F 

thought to be Deacons. And no perſon it 1s pre- [/ 

ſumed, would attempt to prove tbzir office to be + 1 

above. Paſtors and Teachers. 

.-The other- inſtance, is 1n Paul's account of | 

the Gifts beſtowed on the Church by her aſcend- 

ed Lord, Who gave ſome Apoſtles, and ſome Prophets, | 

2, and ſome Evangeliſts, and ſom: Paſtors and Teachers.* | 

2Y The argument, 1n favour of the opinion now under | 

| conſideration, is principally drawn, from the order 

in which the Gifts are here placed. But it does 

not appear concluſive, any more than tne Papiſtical | 

argument in favour of the Priority and Supremacy | 


of Peter, becauſe he 18 mentioned before the other 
apoſtles. They could not all be mentioned firſt. 

We will now, my dear hearers, confider this 
oihce more. particularly as 1t relates to Timothy. 
He 1s charged. in the text to do the work of an evan- 
geiit. Hence it is evident he was of this charac. 
ter. But what propriety would there be, in giving 
the ſame things 1n charge to ordinary Teachers, 
which were given to evangeliſts, in caſe they were 
far above them in ofhce ? It is preſumed, Paul 
would not -have charged Timothy to have done 
the work of an apoſtle ; unleſs he were ſatisfied, 
that the ſens of an apoſtle, could have been wrought 
by him. + 

Have not the two epiſtles to Timothy and the 
oneto Titus (who were both evangeliſts) been con- 
ſidered by Chriſtians in every age, as a principal 
directory. to miniſters ? And has there ever bcen a 
charge given when ſetting them apart to the ſacred 
office, thatthe ſentiments, and much of the language 


* Eph. iv. 11. + AQs v, 12, and 2 Cor. xit. 12, 


| word or renounce the # na ruoy of thoſe; to wag" 


were not taken from' theſe epiſtles ? I eonclude not... 
If the office of an wee pod were nj and:, 
ceaſed with the a age, there would ſeem a; F 


manifeſt imp 0h in giving the fame things in. 


charge ro mini ers of the preſent day, which we 


given to them, 


Although I would not raſhly leave the bearkni. 4 


riour learning an abilities I owe a deferenc % 
ts will” hazard an” opinion; that the prin- 
cipal difference 'between an Evangeliſt, and Paſ-: 
tors and Teachers, was this ; the former was ſent to-- 
itinerate from place” to place, and f] the glad. 
tidings of falvation far and wide ; alfo ocedticinathy; | 
to edininiſter ordinances ; * whilſt the latter had- 
the charge of ſome particular Church or Flock, and3- 
their adminiſtration more immediately confined WW. 
them. + | 

The account fv en of Timothy; well agrees . 
with this idea of an evangeliſt. He was a compan-: 
ion of the apoſtle in his 'travels ; and was ſent by*;- 
him- to Corinth, Philipp, and T beſſalonica. But whe--.. 
ther he ever had the paſtoral care of the” church at: > 
ke pheſus is diſputed. If is however certain, that the.: 

le left him there for| a ſeaſon, and afterwards; . 
called him away. 4 He might indeed have itinera-. 
ted for a ſeaſon, and afterwards taken a PRES 
charge. | | 
From theſe obſervations, we hope to be freed | 
from the 'charge of impropriety, in applying the 
office of an-ev uſt, n: ie, in apply ter ons A 
dained at large. We therefore proeced; A 


II. : To conſider the Pualifications for this och; 4 


The leading, and abſolutely neceſſary qualifica= : 
tions of | 4 reacher, confift chiefly, in natural - gifts, '; 
a Kirk ified by. grace, a' good. degree of mearey 
% an a Jen! 6 call to the week, | 


* Ads ri 12, 39. {Chap M1 t iTim. 5. 3 and :Timar. # 


4 


! 


+, 
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We begin then\\with»natural -Gifts: for, where 
the foundation is. not, laid in nature, . there. is little 
reaſon to, expect the deficiency will , be lupglies, 
either by grace or art. - Grace may ſanctify, and Art 
may improve ; and yet neither fully ſupply the-want 
of naturalabilities. Weare all members of onegreat 
body, andevery member has irs proper office ;/but to 

t a member in a place for which it was neyeride- 
| 565.G in nature, would evidently make a ſchiſm un 
the body. And perhaps one reaſon, why.ſo,many 

rſons appear.to ſo little advantage in. the world, 1s 
xcauſe they. act out of their proper place. 

Among the natural Gifts neceiſary, we may, 0b- 
ſerve firſt, a clear and comprehenſive: underſtanding. 
A perſon who cannot "readily underſtand; the, nature 
of a propoſition, or fee] the. torce of an . argument, 
cannot be qualified to teach others. . .Whatever.con- 
fuſion of 1deas may be 1n his own underſtanding, the 
ſame will attend his communications to.others. 

Without . that clearneſs.of underitanding;, which 
ſhall enable him in ſome good degree, to comprehend 
the general ſyſtem of} revealed Truth, he will be con- 
ſtantly hable to give wrong. conitructions, and preach 
inconſiſtencies, We. may next add, 

Sound judgment. Some there are, who appear to 
have a conliderable ſtock. of knowledge. and informa- 


tion;.and yet want judgment to- uſe it to. their own 


advantage, or to communicate 1t in a profitable ac- 
ceptable, manner to others. . Every thing is beautiful 
in its ſcaſon.. The want of judgment to time thi 
properly, often prevents their good effe&t ; and fome- 
times occaſions great, confuſion. A. preacher ought 
to be able to judge when to ſpeak, and when to: refrain 
from ſpeaking. When to rebuke, and when to conſole ; 
when to reprove, and when to exhort and comfort his 
hearers, 

To a 'dear' underſtanding and accurate judg- 
ment we may add, a retentive. memory. It will be ac- 
knowledged however, that all uſeful teachers are nat 
bleſſed alike with this gift, But as the Goſpel is faid 


4 || 
Fs 
W- 


to be committed to earthen veſſels, it is preſumed they 
will retain in their memories, much of its precious 3 
treaſure, ' | The mind richly furniſhed with iruth, will 
.. | Enable the preacher to bring out of this treaſure, things; | 
both ne\v and'old. | Beſides, if a perſon were to begin # 
to ſtudy the oradles of truth, ana could. not retain in”. 
, memory each part, how could he conne& the| whole ? 
- Tfhe wete 'ro read in the Revelation of John, the glori-:_. 
ous triumphs of the conquering Redeemer ; and that.; | 
he hath' upon his veſture a "name written—K1xso of ;: 
kings abd/Lotp! of lords; he might forget that- the > 
fame Perſon hid been mentioned in Geneſis under the 7 
character bf the ſeed of the woman; which ſhould bruiſe + 
the ſerpent's head. 


if, fome there are,” no doubt, who can think ac- | J 


VS. 

a. 

+ } 
{ 


curately,'and form to themſelves a rational ſyſtem.; and 7 
yetcanpot communicate their ideas in an ealy, inftruc- : = 
tive mariner to others. Hence it.is neceſſary that they > 
ſhould 'be Ap7\ro' teach. © This may be conſidered as a : 
natural gift,” rather than any thing acquired. | This . 
neceffary trait'iin the miniſterial charatter was not. omit-. 
ted by the great apoſtle. w*, 
Aptneſs to teach, does by no means conſiſt 1n an?” 
empty loquacity; norin a man's being able to' tell all?” 
that he knows : but in his being able to arreſt the at-;: 
tention of his \audience ' (not#for the moment to. make - 
them ſtare) but to hold the mind in pleaſing captivity ;% 
and by a ſoft, irrefiſtable eloquence, to_ infuſe ſentt+. 
ments of'truth into the ſoul ; and in fuch a manly, ra-+ 
tional manner, exhibit ideas to. the underſtanding, as' 
ſhall Toe ri F 


a = 
S 


e moſt indelible impreffions. But good, | 
natural abilities, and a bad heart, would but furniſh "F 
man to do miſchief; therefore we proceed, ' þ.& 
2. To conſider Grace, as an :mportant qual:fica»' * 

tion in a teacher. By grace, we mean a gracious prins 
ciple implanted in the ſoul, producing holy affeCtion:: - 
for a graceleſs preacher of the Goſpel of the, Grace of.” 
God, would ſeem a very inconſiſtent charater. We * 
cannot ſuppoſe that the all-graciqus Redeemer would 
" 


42 


He that teaches the know of God. to mankind, 


employ Wolves to watch oyex, to feed and. comfort his 
Lambs.* How can a perſon teach another the. way 
which he never knew himſelf? May he not proper 
be called a blind Leader of the Elind ? Or how could 
deſcribe the infinite evil of ſin, which he had never 


ſen, ot thow the expoſed ſituation of the ſinner, if he 
Fad never felt it himſelf? And how faintly would he 


deſcribe the infinite charms and lovelineſs of aSavigur, 
whoſe beauty had never attrafted his heart, It 
would be extremely difficult,” ſaid aningemous,Wri- 
rer, © for a man to perſuade me, that he was ul 
concerned for the ſalvation. of my foul, who never 

any care of his own. F”___.. : 
"The miniſter of the. Goſpel, is-not to,dire&in- 


quiring ſouls to go to. Chriſt ; .but to invite them to 
© 70m and {ce ;” which ſuppoſes, he has found, and is 
in poſſeiion of the good he recommends... But he muſt 
dd to his faith, not only virtue, but knowledge alſo, 
©-* "Which brings us,.. proeecet 


3. To conſider, what Acquirements. are neceſlary. 


can never have too much information himſelf... Yet 
ſome particular acquirements are more-eſpecially ne- 
cellary. As firſt, a thorough knowledge of the ſyſtem 
of revealed Truth. __ The inſpired Scriptures, are prof- 
1table for doEtrine, for reproof, for correction, for in- 
fitru&ionin righteouſneſs; that the man of God may be 
thoroughly furniſhed yunto all. goed works. No other 
knowledge can make up a dehciency in this, ©” It was 


* The inftance of Judas, has often been mentioned by thoſe 
who plead for graceleſs miniſters, as authorizing ſuch a'pro- 
cedure : ** For,” ſay they, 4 Chriſt choſe him among the reſt.” 
It is true he choſe twelve, one of whom he ſaid was a devil z and 
It may be remembered there was a prophecy to be fulfilled, 
which none but a devil, or one under his influence, could accom- 
pliſh ; for no real friend could have betrayed and ſold Chriſt for 
thirty pieces of ſilver. But however, if any chooſe to be conſid- 
ered as the ſucceſſors of Judas, we ſhall not pretend to contrg- 
vert the juſtice of their claim. BN Vols 


4 Locke on Toleration, | 
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fad of Tirhothy, that from a child) he had known the 
holy ſcriptures, which are able to make him 7 wana.J 
ſalvation, through faith in Chriſt Jeſus. 
- Next to the; knowledge nan cruth, which v 
preach, we ma it to have a * 
ME fanding _— mapretin- e whi Toma = .; 
our adminiſtrations. SEN -Paul did not-affett -_ 
excellency of ſpeech, or uſe ie words of man's * 
wiſdom ; yer he exthorred Titus 3 ROY be - 
The knowledge! of - the: dead "Jang 


tl... 
I 


highly defireable, is not thought abſolutely. Neel I 
For mr cen Chriſt n- m—_— TY «a "Es 

cu urpoſrs, owed I tongues F 
= a h ; yet even at the day of Penticoſt, we $1 
have pojredſan} to ſuppoſe they hon with anymore , 
tongues, than there were perſons of different 7 
ges-to hear them. Noris it certain that they” hac this 
Gift at all times, to-make a wanton uſe of at their.owry :; ; - 
pleaſure. |There is les evidence fill, that ordinary-\;; * 
teachers, even of-the apoſtolic "age, were! favoured "2 
with the gift of tongues. | But however, if any are'fo' ; 
highly favoured as to fay with the | apoſtle, < I thank» ;:* 
my. God I ſpeak with tongyes more thag-you lb; let: : 
them. not forget that he adds, © yet inthe -Chureb Þ * 
had rather | ſpeak five words with my tiade | 
that by my voice I'might teach! others alſo, than teri. | 
thouſand words in-an unknown tongue.??: * 

.-| Alſo, a good \knowledge of eccleſiaſtical hiſtory, 
is. to. be conſidered as /a very neceſlary' and 
acquirement. From this ſource, weare-able to traces 'Y 
the footſteps of the. flock of Chriſt 'back: tothe ww 
c_ * C re wrirn 4 We learn what ſcenes of diſtreſs 7 

tc through ; what perſecutions ſhe £ 
has endured laſs name's ſake, x not fainred. ©: - 
Alſo, what Declenſions and Reformations have ſve- 1: 
ceeded each other'y together with rhe accompliſkment ''= Ws 
of ſeveral ſcripture prophecies, # 


i 


oF 


oF þ Cor, XIV, 13, i% 
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-- It will bergranted that there are many other 
uſeful acquirements, though not ſo abſolutely neceſlary 
to quality a perſon to _preach-the Goſpel. Such as a 
982 7 paot_g,” the Arts 'and Sciences, and of 
uman nature.. Theſe cd confidered- as 
uleful- appendages,' rather «conſtituent ' parts. 
But'although a man were poſſeſſed of all the "mm 
puſhments which have now been defcribed, yet © How 
zould hepreach except he be ſent?”'* Which bringsus, 
4. To conſider the Cal} to this importantwwork. 
i::0No 2man-taketh-this honor unto himſelf, but he 
miniſters.in the preſent day, to be called and qualified 
in.the-ſame extraordinary manner as the apoſtles were; 
yet zindoubredly it they would- claim: that precious 
promiſe; © Lo-1-am with you;z"':they:mulſt be farisfied 
Gre oa cif! oi 
#.-There are-yanous opinions reſpecting the nature 
ef-this Call; and —— rg par 17 of it. 
Some have-ſuppoled, that a defire for the falvation of 
fouls, and to-fee ther Redeemer's intereſt advanced, is 2 
ſufficient warrant»to engage in'the work. But theſe 


defires are not peculiar to miniſters; all men have 
them in- a greater or leſs 5 and ally young 


converts, when they are firſt brought to the knowledge 
and-love of -Chriſt, have ſtrong-defires that others 
ſhould enjoy the ſame happineſs;.but we cannor ſuppoſe 
every good man called to be a preacher. Others con- 
fide-in "that ſtale maxim, vox pants vox Dei ; but 
we-/areaflured, that the people have often choſen falſe 
to prophecy, ſmooth things, whom God faid 

e had not ſent, and that they prophecied lies in his 
But may we not rather conclude, that thoſe whom 
Chriſt Calls, he firſt fixes their heart upon the work ; 
{0 that like Moſes they are willing to forego the pleaſ- 
ures of a court, and ſuffer affliction with the people of 
God. And although the Church may appear like the 


4 Rom, X, 19% 


—  — wg, m—— 


ſervice. —We ma 


_ will undov bredly afford fatisfaftory- evidence 
a'Call to this work. And if like 'Paul: they are not: ; 


w5\{ 


burning buſh they are willing to devote themſelves to irs > 
| alſo ſuppoſe that a treaſure of the 3 


word/js-commited-to them ; ſo that they may fay with $ 
the Prophet, His! is 1n my heart as a burning fire 

in my bones, 1 am weary with forbearing, and 1 can-e? 
not ſtay.* It is-not the proſpeRt of worldly pomp and/*: : 
glory ; but the lo > of Chriſt which conſtrains them to : by 
preach. A diſpenſation of the Goſpel being thus com- #4 


mitred to them, they (cel a neceflity laid upon them to ? 
preach it, | » 4+ 

\ Theſe :napretiions of truth upon the mind, to- p 
r with\the coincident events of divine providence, /* 


26 


diſobedicnt | to the\beaventy call, they: may hope tor the 7. 
approbation of 'their-God, whilſt they; cheertully and / 


faithfully, do the work of an evangeliſt. ” 
From|this brigf view-ot the Office and Qualifica- | y 

tions of an cvengtil we proceed, ot 
INI. T © denider the Work: {2 


This work is principally contained, in the ſolemn * 
charge in the context; Preach the Word.” To preach ; 
the word undoubtedly implies, the whole ſpliein of :: 
doctrines ws: in the Bible.—Ic will be natural wX 


F. With the Being of God; as the belief of this . 
article is the foundation of all religion. 

The light of nature, as well as the written words? 
aflerts his being and perfections. Whereever we turn ©; 
our eycs we are ſtruck with evident marks of divinicys * 
As when we view a curious machine, and obſerve & | 
the complicated parts move and act upon each others. : 
we at once infer, that it muſt have been conſtructed by* 
ſome deſigning: nt. In like manner when we behold-! 
the ſtupendous ſyſtem of the univerſe, the Tas | 
order, harmony, and eſtabliſhed laws by which Y! 


v 


# Jer. XX. 9s 
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parts of this vaſt machine move and aft ; we feel the 
irrefiſtable Gooey but of th uloviy and powerta 
andefigning Chance ; —_—_ oi 
Jehovah. 


- And although. by the viſible vgs which are 
made and ſeen, is underſtood his - eternal Power and 
Godhead ; yer it hath pleaſed God to make morecclear 
and familiar - of himſelf in his word. Herein 
he hath revealed hi in the chara@er of Trivne God. 
A Trinity in Unity. Reaſon and Philoſophy, have 

i either-to' comprehend or reject the inexpli- 
amr but ſtill it remains a "pare-of "the' "_ 
which we have to preach. | 
1... 1 ſhall not attempt a full clucidation of the dot 
riac, but content: myſelf with mentioning two or three 
paſſages of ſcripture, which a arr). to clearly to 
aſſert it. John declares, that are Three that whe 
record in heaven, The FaTtauzs, ted Worp, and the 
HoLy GnosT, and theſe Truzzz ars Ons. The 

Paul in his benediftion upon the Church at 
Corinth, bleſſed them in the name of Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt. bonlliaeinhgs-af-Ged-n as Ele&t 
according to. the the Father, 
h ſanCtification of the Spirit, and ſprinkling of 
of Foſus Chrift, T ; we find the apoſtles 
EN in afſerting this ſublime, this incomprehenſible 
tru : 
__ \- "It has been a queſtion with ſome, Whether the 
ſcriptures attribute perſonality tothe Spirit? Fo which 
it may be anſwered, _ Chriſt, when ſpeaking of the 
Spirit,uſes the perſonal nouns, He, and Him. 1 will 
ſend HM unto-you, when Fix is come; Hs ſhall 
not {| of Lt eta, &c. 

It will not hence be concluded, that the Chriſtian 
believes in three Gods, nor in one God and two emana- 
tions ; but in One God in Three Perſons. 

We are not only topreach that God is, —_— 


* 1 John v, 7, 2, Cor, xi. 14. 2 Pet, i, 2, 
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rock and that he {6 Joved the World; that he gave hi 
-_ Go not = but have everlaſting lite. And war; 


is 2 Yer0hrder of M them thit diligently ſeek him, 13; 
his word he hath|revealed'his lovely perfe&tions, -anF:; 
proclaimed his'name'to be The Lord; The Lord God: 
merciful and gr 9us, long-ſuffering, and abundant is; 


Drairing ing an Ke mercy | or thouſands | 


iniquity, tranſgr greſſion, hind fin ; and that wil - 


no ws Juv clear the gue, Who is a God like vir : 
him, That inquity, and ye by the tran” 
greſſions nant by his heritage?” He retainers 


not his anger 6 ever, becauſe he Aelivhteth i in mercy, 43 
The New Teſtament writers declare that God'®: : 


bepotten Son; that whoſoever believerh 3n hin: 


God's in minding Moe 
not im the1 es unto them: * 
| 2! In Sore the word, it" m 
next to bring into view the 'Charadter 6 P; 
ſider him' in his preſent fallen ſtare: ' Tt is evident he” 
is not whathe was. 'God hath made ;-/} ih 
bur they have ſ6ught out many inventions Ss 
firſt came but of his Creator's hand, he was like his 
other works, pronounced good. —Bur not long afte} 
God declared that Allfleſh had corrupted his'way jo 
and that every im ton of the thoughts of the hears 
was only' evil continually. David, in a very ſinking: 
manner, thus deſcribes the infidelity and dep qoraviy 4 ;# 
man, The fool hath faid in"his heart there is no "God? | 
And when the Lotd looked from heaven to ſee if the het. 
were any which ſought after God; it was ſaid, Thetz 
are all ein aſide, they are altogether become filth 
there is. none that doeth good; no_not one. &' - The:- 
whole head is ſick, and the whole heart faint: | The: 
ſcriptures are full of this do&trine ; ; | and daily, rhelan; 
choly Tt evinces the truth of 1t. 
Bot it is for a preacher to tell metry 

that they are Bi neceflary to tell them whai® 


® Exod. XxxIV. 6, 7. and Mic. vii. 18. + Gen, vi. 5--- FT 
$ Pſa, xiy; 4, 3: 1 Ia. 3. 5, 
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conſiſts in, © There are many who are willing 
ro how that they are depraved, but at the ſame time 
conſider this as an excuſe for theis- wicked conduct, 
Such, perſons ſhould be told, that vity does not 
confiſt in the loſs of any of the natural faculties neceſiary 
to Jove and obey God ; but in a wicked indi/po/ition to 
chat which is right; and a fixed, voluntary bias to 
that which is evil. And the reaſon why wicked men 
do not love moral beauty and excellence, is not from 
any defett inthe natural faculties, butthe want of a right 
diſpoſition of heart. - The finner cannot love; God, 
becauſe he: hates him ; and he hates him, becauſe. he 
chooſes to hate him. He does not come to the light, 
becauſe he loves darkneſs rather than light. +. The 
wretchedneſs of man 4n his fallen ſtate, . aotconliſt 
im the loſs of natural abilities, but in the-want ot a 


ered fo much his misfortune, as his crime. 

., -» This being the-nature of deprayity, it is. eaſy to 
ſee the abſurdity of pleading it. as an excuſe, for.our 
remaining i impenitent, or neglecting to-comply with 
whatever God requires, Our being indiſpoſed to that 
which is right and fit, can never leſſen. our obligation. 
mes ne mderes Br 7 Ava not ariſe 
our di 1on to love; but irom; —_ J 
andthe ſuirableneſs of the Object. Therefore, long 
as Our, capacity for loving moral excellence remains, 
and;God continues tobe worthy of the Love, Rever- 


ence, and Eſteem, of rational bel our 


moſt continue, Hence we are. led to ſay with the 
Apoſtle ;/The law' 1s holy, and the Bn Toned 
holy, and juſt, and good; bur «ve are carnal, ſold under 
ſin, In which ſtate we ſhould for ever remain; ifinfi- 
nite did not interpoſe.—W hich leads us, 

4. To obſerve, that in preaching the word, or 
doing the work of an Evangeliſt, it will be neceſſary to 
hold up to view the covenant of Redemprion, as inclu- 
ding the Atonement made by Chit, 


I Joha ii. 196 


— 


- ; 
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" 


It is evident from the ſacred writings, that He bY 
calleth things which are not, as tzough they were ; 
who clearly ſees - = wk from the beginning, did foreſes; 
thar ſtate of guilt "and ruin, in which fin would involu}. 
the World, - Therefore, God early entered into cove * 
nant with his Son, to redeem from guilt and mis 
the choſen race. 

One intereſtingarrticle of this covenant, Was, The 
the-Son of God's love, ſhould in the tulneſs of time bt: 
born of a woman(z-and that he ſhould be made undk< - 
the ſame /aw which man had tranſgrefied, that he might | 


Redeem' them which were under the law, thatwe migh ; 
receive the adoption of ſons.® 'T his great affair way 
tranſafted 'in the Perſon of the Lorp J=sus CanrrsrTÞ 
who leftithe height of celeſtial glory, and took on hinF. - 
the form of a ſervant; and being found in faſhion as/#* 
man, he humbled himſelf, and became obedient ung | 
-- Chriſt, in order to magnify the Law and make | 
honourable in the view of all intelligent beings, yieldeX. 
the moſt unreſeryed and perfe&t obedience to ns. pre;s 
cepts ; and ceftified that one jot or nttle of it ſhould nef; 
'till all were fulfilled. This he did not from ns 
cefſity, but of a willing mind. |< Thy law,” ſaid hay 
«.43-1n my heart. I'delight to do thy will, O God-*: 
This perfefobedience of our glorious Redeemer to thy 
divine law, abundantly demonttrated that the law was. 
good: And in this way, as well as by his doctrine, Ix 
condemned fin in the fleſh. 
-».- But; it was not the ſpotleſs” purity of his narurs | 
nor-the perfe& obedience of his hte, that could maks 
Atonement for the tranſgreſſions that were under ths, 
firſt covenant} | The Lamb: of God muſt bleed3, 
T his commandment he received of his F ather, to las, 
down his life. j- Hence the blood of Chriſt is calle} 
the blood of the Pon; and of the everlaſting covenant, 7 


# Gal. iv, 4, 5. 4 Phil. li. 7, 8. 3 Or Teſtament, See Heb. R 
15+ Þ John x, 46, þ Zakk. ix, 11. Heb. zilt. 20. £ 


ſpeaketh better things than that of Abel. 

\{ hether this PR —_ by Chriſt, be ſuf- 
od forthe Whole. human race, or..only - a -part-; 
or pt the Redemption.is to be conſidered General 
or Particular, has long been diſputed, If we include 
19 Redemption the. deliverance ans. the ſabjeR, -it is, 
undoubtedly, Par/icular ; but if nothing more be meant, 
than ſatisfaction to.the Law of God, it ſeers more 
copliſtent to-conlider it General. 'That Law mult 
have been completely honoured to ſave one. of the hu- 
man.race ; it.required no. more.to ſave \mullions. It 
will nor. be ſuppoſed that Chriſt _— fot ſinners 
individually ; tor A,. a certain quantity, for B,leſs,and 
for. C, more; for then muſt he ——_ oftes ſuffered Gnce 
the world began ; but now once in- the end of the world 


hunſfclf, And by this one-offeri 
for ever them 7 are ſanctified Ws ans —_ 
that thoſe who. cmbrace-the ÞJaeationces- Chriſt, will 


have a. whole Saviour, as,co ly as if only 
were ſaved... And on the other , thoſe who eo 


eds Tots. of his merit and 


forgiveneſs of lins.F a Saraſ Yor 
W hilft we meditate upon the wonders of redeem- 


\ ing love, and procinm the efficacy of the\blood of the 


£rols ; we feel out fouls 4 with gratitude tothg 
l Ia, xlv. 22. * Ads xvii. 30, + Col. 1. 14." 


hath he appeared to. put away ſin _ the — <> 


reject 
Chriſt, will be guilty of a tar and wad at naught 


pe i nercy of. - Ga 101 "8 
4 _ we have ear en Bn. _— 
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Lamb that was ſlain, - and exclaim with the Heevenl | 
hoſt, Thau art worthy to take the book and open 

ſcals thereof ;/ far mo walſt - ſlain, and haſt- 
us. to God-by thy blood, out of every: kindred, an; 
and nation. *—But we haſten, 74 


tongue, and 
4-\ To ſhow the neceſſity of the influences of th 

Spirit, to , and form the heart anew. 24 
Notwi ing the rich, and ample prov! 


which God has made for the falyation of ſinners ; ane; | 
the. friendly. overtures of | mercy, contained in thy: 
cieceinae Goſpel; the heart of the ſinnef? 
full retains 1ts/ native enmity. And the Preacher 5 


ten-has to.make the melancholy complaint, Lord 
hath believed our report, and to whom hath the aro 
of the Lord been revealed ? Like his Divine Maſter. 3 
he- preaches, that: nope taniryhy; born again. At the 
lame time he | the Spirit, (though like thi: 
ere| it liſteth) muſt effect the worla - 
Tn Spirit muſt take of the things 


them unto his peopie, _—_ 
Y: 
him » feel | his 


ence 


ter of Chriſt 4 iet 
cibute ic co hi 03 aſkill 
of the * Spirit of 
dead,” can ef 


the work. And whatever 


ons any may; m: e of being the children of God w lh i 
are not. i luenced his Spirit ; he'is aſſured, tha; 

& as man led by the Spirit of God, they att; 
the ſons.of God? © We come, 


5.\ Toobfrve, That the preacher in doing il 
work ” an i eyangeliſt, will conliantly inculcate T 


9 Rev. V. 3 


his hearers, the neceſſity of Repentance "towards God, 
and Faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. "He will endea- 
vour to imitate thoſe who went out and preached, that 
wen ſhould repent. Nor will ſpare to uſe the "plain 
language of his Saviour, and tell the thoughtleſs | Epi- 
cure,” and the ſelf-deceived hypocrite, with all other 
1mpenitent finners, that Except they repent they: ſhall 
all likewiſe periſh.” © He will tell z that true re- 
pentance is a Godly ſorrow for fin, ariſing from a ſenſe 
of the holineſs and purity of the divine law'; and from 
the infinitely evil, and odious nature of fin. © He will 
urge repentance, as preſent duty,” and” not dire the 
finner to a courſe of preparatory exerciſes, in order to 
fit him for it. 

The'preacher will 'inforce this duty by ſhowing 
the ſed firuation of the 1mpenitent, and the utter 
impoſitbility of their enjoying heaven with ſuch a ſtate 
of mind. Mntives to this duty may be drawn from 
the Divine Commands which enjoin it 3 the goodneſs 
of God which leads to it; and the certainty of death, 
where repentance will be hidden from their eyes. And 
leſt any - ſhould be hardened [through the deceitfulneſs 
of ſin, and fo remain" impenitent, he will- tell them that 
The ax now lies at the root of the trees, and every tree 
which bringeth not forth good fruit will be hewadown 
and caſt into = fire.* 
He will alſo conne&t with evangelical repentance, 
Faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. + + " 

Faith in Chriſt is not diſtinguiſhed from repentance, 
as proceeding from a different ſource” or principle, bur 
as being a different exerciſe of the Soul.  Repentance, 
implies a view of the righteouſneſs, holineſs, and purity 
of God's Law ; and a ſenſe of the juſtice,”"and equity of 
the ſentence paſſed on the tranſgreſior;” while Faith 
beholds the glorious Surety ' ſuffering the torturing 
pains of the 1gnominious Croſs, to make Atonement 
for the guilty ; and thereby, becoming the end of the 


»P Matt. Ui, 104 


"ſg for righteouſneſs |t every. one that a believe 
Faith is the evidence- of things not ſeen, and. the ſubs) 
ſtance of things hoped for., - It receives the truth upoyT 
the credit of Divine teſtimony ; and cheerfully ſets 6%. 
| us ſeal, that God is true. uy 
f The) neceſſity. of faith, appears evident from thei. 
nature of things, as well as from the plain declarations” 
of truth; for how-could a perſon be influenced, eithef5 
by the threatenings or promiſes of a Being, whoſe exs/' 
=_ he \did-/not believe\in. - But the Fcitimony # 
truth muſt be heard, | Th 
- Mark, when, recording the | great Commillag 
authorizing the Diſciples to go into all-the World 
preach the-Gof nan to _ Creature, adds,” He--that- . 
velieveth and 1s baptiz Il be faved.; but. he-that ; 
believeth not, ſhall be —_ * And the Apoſtle 
Paul declared that he received grace and apoſtleſhipi,s 
for the obedience of faith (or: that men might = 
wing allnations. f \ Anf, indeed, without faith; 1 tis 
potlible' co.pleate God ; for he| that, beheveth notthe, 
009. which God-hath-given of his Son, hath 
him a liar, Þ + | Which maſk be conſidered as a coming; 
ued affront, offered to the\Majeſty of heaven,ſo long a. 


the finner're /in\unbehief, | 1 
From. this view of the nature, and neceſſitK/ 

of faith, the of Chriſt will always be-ready -6.; 

4 give an an{wer this anxious 1 inquiry, W hat ſhall Ia = 
to be {ayed? He will anſwer as the Apoſtle did, Believe 

onthe Lord Jekus Chriſt, and thou ſhalt be aved;/.. Or? 

ſhould any inquire-what ſhall we do to work the works: 


of God)? | The anſwer-is ready, This is 'the, work of: 
God- (or it is| agreeable to his will) that ye believe on; 
. him whom he-hath: ſent. $ & 

© . - Nor will the) faithful miniſter dare. to- treat x 
matter in ſuch an indiffcrent light, astolead-his hearerg;: 
i tO ſuppoſe, that the only diſadvantage they will ſulfeg? 


* Mark xr. 16, 16. + Rom. i. 5. and xvi. 26, 1 Heb, xi.ky 
3 Joha v-29,  $ Joby, rh 29, 
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by not helieving, will/be the want of-preſeat comfort 
and farisfaCtion, whilſt-cthey may ſuppoſe their eternal 
ſtare-equall ſafe - without it. No but im the decided * 
inſpiration he will tell chem, He that be- 
lieveth on the Son, hath everlaſting life ; / and'he thar 
believeth not the Son, ſhall nor ſee life ; bur che wrath 
of God abideth on him.* 

'T his faith, which the Goſpel requires, is ſome- 
thing more than the cold affent of *the mind, that 
Jeſus is the Chriſt. "The Devils have as good a faith 
as this. But the faith of the Goſpel, is a hving attive 
principle” in the ſoul ; it works by Love and ani 
the- heart. It not only truſts in the Saviour's me” 
for pardon-and Juſtification ; but yields a moſt #' 
ful, and oo motcber obedience to all his comma#®” | £- 
226. In further purſuing this glorious wo *; 

herwill endeavour, not only to have his hens 
ſound in the eros bur” careful, and diligent in th? * 

of religion. 
Tok heart and life,as the only rational evidence 6? 
grace. ''” The ſoul cannor be pofſeſt of divine faith, and * 
not'a& under the influence of it. I will (faid Paul to | 
Titus) that thou affirm conſtantly, that they which / | 
have believed in God, might"be careful to maintain© 
good works" "And my Brethren; 'We muſt add to 
our faith'virtue; and to virtue kno , temperance, 
Patience, oodlineſs, brotherly-kindnefs, and charity. 
The Teacher, will guard his hearers 
againſt-error" upon the right hand and left. On th- 
one hand he will caution them againſt concluding, 
that it is of lictle conſequence what a 'man believes 3 - 
providing, he leads a'moral, inoffenſive life. He will" 
endeavour to ſhow them, that it 1s necce 
right,"in'order to a7 right. Ou the other hand he will - 
lead them to ſec, that an orthodox head, and a vicious '* 
heart, will never make a Chriſtian. 
That faith which does not produce, or is not 


5 Joha iii. 36, t Tit. tit, 8, 2 Pet. i, 6, 7, 9. 4 James ii, 204 
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He will inſiſt on perſonal © 


to believe © 


well fora feafon, we mu 
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"2 ſpirit” and temper of their . minds, . will e 


thoſe works, which do not ſpring from love, and-are not 


done in faith, cannot be 9d in a note {cnlc. 


... . Our good works however,are notto be conlidered 
as the Cauſe of our juſtification ; but as the fruit and 
evidence of it, Hence it follows that faith and holineſs 
unicing their, influence in|the good man, produce thoſe 
moral | and focial yirtues, which . adpcn and. beaurity 
the Chriſtian charafter. | F 

But it js not enough) that we begin, well, and. run 
ontinue in well doing. Hence 

7. The Preather will infilt on | Perſeverance; in 

6 **** 19 enjoy the'promile | of eternal life. |. The jult, 

*, _ by faich,; bur if any man.draw back, my ſoul 

I £2 no pleaſure in him, faiththe Lord, Ald 
/©7o hot believe that any who are ſavingly rene Ec a 
er: fall. 
way fo as'to be finally loſt ;, yet they,may grearinon 

"ne as to the real life and power of godlineſs. And 
ii they become |,remiſs; ahd unwatchtul, they\may'be 


- 


God, and wound, their] own {quls, - But.a Covenant- 
God will viſit their tranigreſſion with a rod; and their 
iniquity with ſtripes; nevertheleſs, his loving-kindneſs 
he will not utterly take from them, /norſuffer his faich- 
fulneſs to. fail.*... Thoſe whom Chriſt hath loved with 
n everlaſting love, | who have been diawn to' him by 
» Sloving-kindneſs, he will continue to love to the end. 

x Neverthelels, Chriſtans/.ought to be! exhorted 


| left to il into temptation and fin, ſo., as to diſhonour 


| A Dae and diligent perſeverance in holineſs, as 


"I 
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ers. ., | As men in. general. form | their opinions of 

religion more from the lives of its profeſſors, than from 

1e doctrines they profeſs. \And the promiſe is, He 
:hat ſhall endure to the end, the ſame ſhall be! ſaved. 

Finally, the faichful miniſter will keep back noth- 

'z, that might be profitable to his hearers; he will 

ot ſhun to declare the whole council of God ; and will 


t James ii. 20, * Pſa. lxxxix. 32, 33, 
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dcecompanied with, good works, .is dead. þ- So allo 


gels to their own | comfort, and the edification of 
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26 
endeavour to keep himſelf pure from the blood of all 
men. He will preach Chriſt crucified, as the only 
foundation of hope ; though it ſhould be a ſtumbling- 
block to ſome; and fooliſhneſs to others, 

$. And laſtly. The Evangeliſt is not only. to 
preach the word, bur occaſionally to adminiſter the 
Ordinatices of Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper, In 
doing of which, he will conſcienciouſly adhere to the 
inſticutions as they weredelivered by Chriſt, and left on 
record in the New Teſtament.” He will not know- 
ingly adminiſter either of the Ordinances to unqualified 
ſubjeQs, or in a way not particularly warranted by the 
inſtitution ; but will endeavor to Keep them as they, 
were delivered to the Church. 

In the faithful diſcharge of this ſacred office}, he 
will deliver his own foul, and may be happily inſtru- 
mental of favitig thoſe who hear him. He will enjoy 
the fatisfattion of an approving conſcience, and will 
be finally zccepted of his Judge in peace. 


Having thus briefly conſidered the Work of an 
Evangeliſt, as was propoſed ; we come now to cloſe 
with-a few words of addreſs. It may be proper to 
begin with the Candidate for ordination. 

My dear Brother ; You are this day devoting your- 
{clf to-the ſervice of Godin his temple ; and in the preſ- 
ence. of heaven and earth, ſolemnly conſecrating your 
time and talents to the work of the miniſtry, 

Your work, though highly pleaſing and honorable, 
will-be difficult and arduous. An Angel's ſtrength 
would be inſufficient for it.—But you have the prom- 
ited influences of the Holy Spirit ; and if Chrift has 
called you to'go and preach the Goſpel, he has faid, 
Lo 1 am with you.— | 

In diſcharging the important duties of your of- 
fice, you muſt expe&t to meet with difficulries and tri- 
als ; but- if you go-in the name and ſtrength of your 
Matter, you will be enabled to fay, None of theſe 


things move me. | I ean do all things through Chrift, 
which ſtrengtheneth me, 


-. You will permit me, dear. Sir, to obſerve to yo, 
the words. of Chriſt, in the firſt Commiſſion [a ta 
tus diſciples « Behold (ſaid he) I ſend orth, a3 
Sheep 1n the midſt of Wolves; be ye1 /e all). 
ſerpents, and harmleſs as doves. This wiſdom alone”; 
would form a difagreeable character. It might excitis 
fear and dread ;| but could never command love ani 
eſteem. | You will therefore {ce the neceſſity of uniting#. - 
with it, the humble, harmleſs, loving diſpoſition of the: 
Dove, in order to form an engaging character ; as this 
only will make us wile to win Souls. The ſervant of 
th? Lord muſt not ſtrive ;| but be. gentle to all men + 
im meekneſs inſtrufting thoſe that oppoſe themſelyes, K 
Your motives, my dear Brother, for engaging in 
this ſacred work, are known only to God and yourown:. 
heart ; but from your ſituation in life, and the advan. 7 
tages you enjoy of a polite and liberal education; and the?; * 


Httle proſpect you have of \worldly aggrandizement, in* 


preaching the doGtrine of the Crols, we are led to hope, - 
you are ſigcerely deſirous of promoting the glory of 

God, and |the happineſs of your fellow-men.... Your 
early public profeſſion of religion ; your pious walk and 
converſation ; together with the general approbation of; 
thoſe who have heard you, induce us to. believe, that? 


| Chriſt hath called you as a| choſen veſſel, to- bear his?! 


name among the Gentiles, | is 
* If Chriſt were now to put the ſolemn queſtion tos 
you my Brother, whzch he once did to Peter; Simon; - 
ſon of Jonas loveſt thou me? Could you lay your- 
hand upon your heart and ſay ; Lord, thou knoweſtZ 
all things ; Thou knoweſt that 1 love thee ? It fo ; go feed?; 
his Sheep and feed his Lambs. Go in the ſtrength of; 
the Lord Gad, and faithfully Do the work of an 
Evangeliſt, Enfure hardneſs as a good foldier of 
Jeſus Chriſt. Set your face as a flint; never fear the?: 
frowns, nor count the ſmiles of a deceirful world. <M 
Take heed | to yourſelf, and to your dodtrine.- 
I xt that cheerful  ſobriety,] and decent gravity mark;- 
your conduct, that no man may deſpiſe your youth; 
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But be thou an example to the believers, in word, in 

converſation, in charity, i in ſpirit, in faith, and in puri- 
. © Let the religion you preach to others be exem- 

plified 1 in your own life, 

If Chriſt has counted you faithful, and put you 
into the miniſtry, remember, to him you muſt give 
an account; when he ſhall judge the quick "and dead. 

May - the ever-blefſed influences of the Holy 
Spirit ſo accompany your labours, that you may have 
many ſouls __ you as the feals of your miniſtry here, 
and which thall be as ſtars in your future crown of 
rejoicing. * Finally, Be thou faithful 'unto death, and 
Chriſt 'will give thee a Crown of lite. 

* © My dear Brethren in the miniſtry, 

What cauſe of thanktfulneſs have we to the great 
Head of the Church, 'that he 1s ſtill raiſing up and 
ſending forth Laborers into his vineyard ! 

-— I muſt afford peculiar pleafure, while we refle& 
that our Fathers 'who have borne the heat and burden 
of the day ;” whoſe hoary locks, and furrowed cheeks 
proclaim, that the time of their departure 1s at hand ; 
to ſee that God 15 railing up young men to fill their 
their places. 

' © Thepreſent ſolemnity brings to remembrace that 
happy day, when we publicly devoted ourſelves to the 
work of the miniſtry..” But my Brethren, have we not 
melancholy occaſions to ſay, .< We have been unprofit- 
able ſervants ?” Shall we not then be excited to great- 
cr watchtulneſs and affiduity, in 'our Maſter's Cauſe. 

I doubt not Brethren, but amidit all the darkneſs 
and trials of this preſent ſtate, you can cheerfully fay, 
«© We have a goodly heritage aligned us.” The Lord 
3s our inheritance.” * 

_ Our time Brethren, is ſhort; 1t. may. be very 
ſhort; our work is great, and_the reward * glorious, 
Let vs emulate the*noble example of our olorious Re- 
deemer,' who, For the joy that was ſet before him, en- 
cured the croſs, and "defpiied the ſhame. May we , 
Keep ourſelves pure from the blood of all men ; and at 


laſt when we ſhall be called to give an_ account t of o 3 
charge, may we be enablcd to {hea our dear Flo/Y 
and ay, Here we are and the children whom thou k. 
raciouſly given us.. And through the merits of 1 
Eoioue: may we then find admittance into the j Joys! 
our Lord. E 
The preſent occaſion will alſo afford joy to all 
pious friends of Religion, of every denomination, 
My Chriſtian Friends ; Your enlarged fouls ha 
been taught to rejoice, in the general proſperity of 6:8 
Redeemer's kingdom. You have not the fad occaltt 
this day to ſay, There are none of all the Sons'of Zip }P | 
which ſhe hath brought forth, to take her by the ha! El 
You ſee that God is raiſing up young men, and call. 
them into the miniſtry, | You will remember 
miniſters|are called earthen veſſels; and of themſely | ; 
they are empty ONES ;—as {uch therefore, let me inn | } 
you to carry them in your addrefſes to the throne;; 
grace, to the Fountain, to be filled, that they may co o ; 
to you 1n the fulneſs of the bleſſing, of the Goſpel Sf 
Chriſt, Our preaching will not profit you, u un} 3 
our Maſter comes with us. For we preach not of Þ 
ſelves, but Chriſt Jeſus the Lord ; and ourſelves ye ir 
ſervants for Jeſus” fake. fl 
While God continues xs |to preach, and you" 
hear, may our improvement and happineſs be mutue 
'till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of F 
knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfe&t mz 
unto the [meaſure of the ſtature of the falnck of Chry 
and are tranſlated from | theſe 'abodes of ſorrow al” [ 
darkneſs, into thoſe bright realms of eternal dt 
Where we ſhall behold | uncreated Beauty ; and with 
ineffable joy, drink of thoſe rivers of pleaſure whi ? 
flow at God's right hand, for ever and ever. 
1D Endade, 
Dear fellow finners ; > | 
If ſuch there are, |in this folemn, this liſtenj 
Aſſerbly ; you will not be offended at the plain : 
of this addreſs. [> 
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We look upon you with a heart-felt concern ; and 
as ambaſladors tor Chriſt, as though God did beſeech 
you by us ; we pray you in Chriſt's ſtead, be ye rec- 
onciled to God, We cannot feel indifferent to your 
Immortal intereſts; but knowing the terror of the 
Lord, we would fain perſuade you, to flee from the 
wrath to. come, and lay hold on the hope ſet before you 
in the Goſpel. We conſider you as a part of our 
charge, for whoſe ſouls we watch as thoſe who muſt 
rve account at the great day. 1f we doit with gnef, 
it muſt be unprofitable for you. 
OSirs, perhaps ſome of you, have almoſt run your 
race; the ſhadows of the evening begin to ſtretch 
_ over you. Some of your laſt ſands are falling : and 
O1-——dreadful to conſider ! no preparation for eter- 
"mry! Has Chnſt Commiſſioned and ſent forth his 
miniſters to preach the everlaſting Gofpel ? Then take 
heed how you near ; leſt you mourn at laſt and fay, 
How have [| hated inftruftion, and my heart deſpiſed 
reproot? And have not obeyed the voice of my teachers, 
nor inchned mine ear to them that inſtrufted me ? ® 
May you immediately embrace the Saviour, before 
the pit ſhut its mouth upon you ; and the things which 
concern your everlaſting peace be hidden from your 
YES. | 
Many more there are in this dear aſſembly, who 
are now 1n the bloom of life. Who can forbear re- 
minding you of the importance, of remembring your 
Creator 1n the days of,your youth ; and of devoting 
your early years to his ſervice ? You this day behold 
one of your fellow youth, publicly engaging in the 
Cauſe of Chriſt ; and devoting his ſervice to your beſt 
intereſts.  Defſpiſe not his youth ; but as you have op-+ 
portunity hſterr to his inſtructions, and council. 
| As you my young friends have been favoured 
with a religious education, and enjoy the bleflings of a 
preached Goſpel ; your obligations muſt be Great, 


® Prov. v, 12, 14. 
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